4th Sunday of Advent
WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR, HE LIFTS UP THE HUMBLED
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the
good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to
learn more about our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after
the service.
Bathrooms are located in the fellowship hall. A changing table is located in the
women’s bathroom.
WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR
"Advent" is a Latin word that means "coming." The season of Advent is the four
week period before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two "comings" of
Christ. The first time the Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born
in a manger in Bethlehem. However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power
and glory with his angelic army behind him. He will be coming as judge at the end of
time. Let us use these four weeks to see how the events of Jesus' first coming remove all
our fears about his second coming. We can hold our heads high when the Lord comes
near.
WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR, HE LIFTS UP THE HUMBLED
By this time of the holiday season, people are often weighed down. They feel guilty
about presents that are not perfect, or parties that did not go as planned, or year-end
projects that did not get completed. To top it all off, now is when it dawns on people
how little attention they have given to the spiritual preparation Advent invites. If that is
how we feel, perhaps the frenzy of December has actually done us a favor. We have
been stretched to our limits. We have been made aware of our shortcomings. We have
been humbled. Perfect! For being made aware of our weaknesses does not disqualify us
from God's care. It does the opposite. It is what prepares us for the work he does best.
He is a God who lifts up the humbled.
-
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The Service of the Word and Sacrament
The high and holy worship of God is faith in Jesus Christ. Such faith is created and
sustained by God’s service to us (the German, “Gottesdienst,” “God/Divine Service).
In the Divine Service, the Lord comes to us in His Word and Sacrament to bless and
enliven us with His gifts. The Service is not something we do for God, but His service to us received in faith.
The liturgy is God’s work. He gives, we receive.
HYMN
O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide | CW 314
INVOCATION
M:

The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

CONFESSION
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

ABSOLUTION
M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen

LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie
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From God’s Word we
know that wherever
God puts His name,
there He is to bless. In
the Old Testament the
temple was the place
where God graciously
caused His name to be
present (1 Kings 8:2730).
God has put His name
—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—on us in
Holy Baptism. The
Divine Service begins
with the Invocation, the
words spoken over us at
our baptisms. Every
Divine Service is for the
hallowing of the Lord’s
name, which the Small
Catechism reminds us
is done “when the
Word of God is taught
in its truth and purity,
and we, as the children
of God, also lead holy
lives according to it”
(Matthew 28:18-20).

M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love
and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and
every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in
your tender care:

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O LORD, OUR LORD
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The Service of the Word
Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the Word
of God to find encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
FIRST LESSON

Micah 5:2-5a

The humble, tiny town of Bethlehem would be exalted. For there a special son would be born who would
bring spiritual peace to the ends of the earth.
2
Bethlehem Ephrathah,
you are small among the clans of Judah;
one will come from you
to be ruler over Israel for me.
His origin[a] is from antiquity,
from ancient times.
3
Therefore, Israel will be abandoned until the time
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when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of the ruler’s brothers will return
to the people of Israel.
4
He will stand and shepherd them
in the strength of the LORD,
in the majestic name of the LORD his God.
They will live securely,
for then his greatness will extend
to the ends of the earth.
5
He will be their peace.
HYMN
O Little Town of Bethlehem | CW 333
SECOND LESSON
Hebrews 10:5-10
We cannot do enough good works or offer enough sacrifices to raise ourselves up to God. So the Son of God
obeyed the law for us and by his sacrifice has made us holy
5
Therefore, as he was coming into the world, he said:
You did not desire sacrifice and offering,
but you prepared a body for me.
6
You did not delight
in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings.
7
Then I said, “See—
it is written about me
in the scroll—
I have come to do your will, God.”[a]
8
After he says above, You did not desire or delight in sacrifices and offerings,
whole burnt offerings and sin offerings (which are offered according to the law), 9 he
then says, See, I have come to do your will.[b] He takes away the first to establish the
second. 10 By this will, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all time.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Matthew 1:23
Alleluia. The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel. Alleluia.
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THE GOSPEL
Luke 1:39-55
In Spirit wrought humility, Mary knew she needed a Savior. God lifts her up, making her the mother of that
Savior.
39
In those days Mary set out and hurried to a town in the hill country of
Judah 40 where she entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped inside her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. 42 Then she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and your
child will be blessed![a] 43 How could this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? 44 For you see, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the baby leaped for joy inside me. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would
fulfill what he has spoken to her!”
46
And Mary said:
My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
because he has looked with favor
on the humble condition of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed,
49
because the Mighty One
has done great things for me,
and his name is holy.
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50

His mercy is from generation to generation
on those who fear him.
51
He has done a mighty deed with his arm;
he has scattered the proud
because of the thoughts of their hearts;
52
he has toppled the mighty from their thrones
and exalted the lowly.
53
He has satisfied the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering his mercy
55
to Abraham and his descendants[b] forever,
just as he spoke to our ancestors.
M

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel | CW 327

Having heard the Word of God, we confess our faith in His name. The creed is our saying back to God what
He has first said to us. In the Creed we acclaim the truth of the triune God and His work of salvation
accomplished for us in His incarnate Son, Jesus Christ.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
Dt. 6:4 The Nicene Creed
the Father, the Almighty,
2 Cor. 6:18 is the great
maker of heaven and earth,
Is. 51:13 Confession of the
of all that is, seen and unseen.
Col. 1:16 Christian faith
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
1 Cor 8:6 professed by
the only Son of God,
Jn. 3:16 all Christians.
eternally begotten of the Father,
Heb. 1:2,5 The Creed
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
Jn. 1 originated at the
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Jn. 10:30 First Council of
Through him all things were made.
Jn. 1:3 Nicaea (c. AD.
325)
For us and for our salvation,
1 Th. 5:9 The Creed itself
he came down from heaven,
Jn. 6:38 was crafted as a
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
Lk. 1:35 confession of
and became fully human.
Gal. 4:4 Scripture in
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
Mk. 15:15 opposition to the
He suffered death and was buried.
1 Cor. 15:3-4a Arian heresy,
On the third day he rose again in accordance
which denied
with the Scriptures.
1 Cor. 15:4b that the Lord
He ascended into heaven
Ac. 2:33-34 Jesus and the
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
Heb. 1:13 Holy Spirit are
He will come again in glory
Mt. 25:31 God.
to judge the living and the dead,
2 Tim. 4:1
and his kingdom will have no end.
Lk. 1:33
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
Job 33:4
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Jn. 15:26
who in unity with the Father and the Son
Jn. 4:24
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
2 Pet. 1:25
We believe in one holy Christian
Mt. 16:18; Eph. 2:19-20
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Eph. 4:5; Ac. 2:38
We look for the resurrection of the dead
1 Cor. 15:21-22
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Rev. 22
OFFERING
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In response to God’s love and forgiveness, we give back a portion of what he has given us. The members
of Christ Lutheran Church have joined to proclaim the gospel to this community. These offerings support
that work. While our guests are welcome to participate, they should not feel obligated to do so.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive
from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life
and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to
share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for
your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to
drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into
our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth.
C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our
love for one another.
M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give
us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak
of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of
salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government,
and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society.
Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to
troubled homes and lives.
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Service of the Sacrament
This greeting marks a new service, so to speak. These ancient introductory words &
phrases help to highlight, celebrate and bring attention to the Sacrament.
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to
strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – Sanctus
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22

The Words of
institution both
proclaim the words of
Jesus to the
congregation and sets
apart the bread and
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
wine for the Lord’s
“Drink from it all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant,
Supper.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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PEACE OF THE LORD – Pax Domini
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD – Agnus Dei

John 20:19

John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION
Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal
Preparation for Holy Communion, found on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal.
This page helps us put into practice what the Bible encourages: “Everyone ought to examine
themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)
Christ Lutheran Church confesses and practices the Biblical teaching of a Closed Communion. We ask
that only members of the Wisconsin Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at
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the Lord’s Table. If you have questions concerning our communion practice, or would like to inquire about
how you, too, can commune with us, please speak with the Pastor following the service.
THANK THE LORD

M:

C:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood
the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

THE BLESSING
M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
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The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
Comfort, Comfort All My People | CW 312

13009 N. Elderberry Ct.
Lodi, CA 95242
www.christlodi.org
209-368-6250
Pastor Joshua Hanson
WELCOME TO CHRIST EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH!
We preach a message of forgiveness, hope and peace
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Families and individuals of all ages will find opportunities
both to grow and to serve.
Our mission statement:
Look what Christ is doing!
He binds us together in fellowship
He gathers us in for worship

He builds us up for service

“Now you are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is a part of it.”
(1 Corinthians 12:27)
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