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November 22, 2020
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the
good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to
learn more about our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after
the service.
-

Bathrooms are located in the fellowship hall. A changing table is located in the
women’s bathroom.

WORSHIP THEME
Lord, keep us joyful in Christ our King! On this last Sunday of the church year, we
rejoice in the fulfillment of God’s plan for our salvation through Christ our King. And
we rejoice because our Christ our King reigns—the king who once came as a sacrifice;
the king who still shepherds us day by day; the king who one day will conquer all our
enemies. Rejoice in his reign and look forward to the day when every knee will bow with
us before the King of kings and Lord of lords!

1

OPENING HYMN

341 Crown Him with Many Crowns

INVOCATION
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
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C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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The Service of the Word
Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the Word of God to find
encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame
of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up
our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

The Collect (also known as
the “Prayer of the Day”) is a
concise prayer which “collects”
the thoughts of the day and
presents them to God in his
mercy. Many of these prayers
have been in use in the church
for more than 1,500 years.

FIRST LESSON
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23,24
God expected his kings to gently lead his people by their godly words and actions. Instead, they exploited the
people for their own purposes. God intervened. He said, “I will place over them one shepherd, my servant
David.” Jesus is that perfect Shepherd-King.
11
“‘For this is what the Lord GOD says: See, I myself will search for my flock and
look for them. 12 As a shepherd looks for his sheep on the day he is among his scattered
flock, so I will look for my flock. I will rescue them from all the places where they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and total darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the
peoples, gather them from the countries, and bring them to their own soil. I will
shepherd them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines, and in all the inhabited places
of the land. 14 I will tend them in good pasture, and their grazing place will be on Israel’s
lofty mountains. There they will lie down in a good grazing place; they will feed in rich
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pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I will tend my flock and let them lie down. This is
the declaration of the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, bring back the strays, bandage the
injured, and strengthen the weak, but I will destroy[a] the fat and the strong. I will
shepherd them with justice.
23
I will establish over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will shepherd
them. He will tend them himself and will be their shepherd.
24
I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David will be a prince among them.
I, the LORD, have spoken.
PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 47

Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy.
How awesome is the LORD Most High,
the great King over all the earth!
God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on his holy throne.

Refrain
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Christ's bodily resurrection from the dead is the guarantee that we will rise after him to be with him as he
reigns.
20
But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also
comes through a man. 22 For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive.
23
But each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; afterward, at his coming, those
who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, when he abolishes all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must
reign until he puts all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be abolished is
death. 27 For God has put everything under his feet.[a] Now when it says “everything”
is put under him, it is obvious that he who puts everything under him is the
exception. 28 When everything is subject to Christ, then the Son himself will also be
subject to the one who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Revelation 22:13
Alleluia. I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End. Alleluia.

6

THE GOSPEL
Matthew 27:27-31
Jesus is King. Unlike other kings, our Savior is a King who conquers by allowing himself to be conquered.
27
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s residence and gathered
the whole company[a] around him. 28 They stripped him and dressed him in a scarlet
robe. 29 They twisted together a crown of thorns, put it on his head, and placed a staff in
his right hand. And they knelt down before him and mocked him: “Hail, king of the
Jews!” 30 Then they spat on him, took the staff, and kept hitting him on the head. 31 After
they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe, put his own clothes on him, and
led him away to crucify him.
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY
217 The Head that Once Was Crowned
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SERMON

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

I Guarantee It
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
Jesus’ Return and the Judgment
M: What does Scripture lead us to believe, teach, and confess about the return of Christ?
C: We believe that Jesus, true God and true man, who rose from death and
ascended to the right hand of the Father, will come again. He will return
visibly, in the same way as his disciples saw him go into heaven (Acts 1:11).
M: In his Word, what does Jesus teach us about the timing of his return?
C: We believe that no one can know the exact time of Jesus’ return. This
knowledge is hidden even from the angels in heaven (Matthew 24:36).
Nevertheless, our Lord has given signs to his believers to keep them in constant
expectation of his return (Matthew 24:4-14). He has told them to be alert and to
watch so that day will not come upon them unexpectedly (Luke 21:34).
M: The people of this world believe that their own efforts may preserve this world and
prevent its eventual ruin. What do you believe about this world and the world to
come?
C: We believe that at Jesus’ return this present world will come to an end. “In
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new
earth, the home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).
M: Christ our King continues to build his church through his Gospel in Word and
Sacrament. What do you believe that encourages our Christian proclamation today?
C: We believe that when Jesus returns and his voice is heard throughout the earth,
all the dead will rise, that is, their souls will be reunited with their bodies (John
5:28,29). Together with those still living, the resurrected will appear before his
throne of judgment. The unbelievers will be condemned to an eternity in hell.
Those who by faith have been cleansed in the blood of Christ will be glorified
and will live with Jesus forever in the blessed presence of God in heaven
(Philippians 3:21).
OFFERING
Of all the gifts God gives to us, forgiveness in Jesus Christ is the most precious. No gift we could give
back to God for what he did through his Son Jesus Christ could ever balance the debt we owe for what
our Lord accomplished for us on the cross. Yet Jesus says the debt we owe has been canceled, that means
that we do not give out of obligation but as an act of worship and thanks to God. The offerings of the
members of Christ Lutheran are gathered at this time. Guests need not feel obligated to give an offering.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord God, you created the heavens and the earth.
C: Every animal of the forest is yours as well as the cattle on a thousand hills.
M: Lord, from your hand come boundless blessings.
C: We thank you, Lord, for making us your stewards. We pray that you will grant
us faith so we can please you in our stewardship.
M: Lord, help us to see the time, the talents, and the financial resources we have are a
sacred trust from you.
C: We ask for your help, Lord, to use all our resources in worthwhile activities that
will give you honor and praise.
M: Lord, help us to spend time in your Word and in prayer that you might nourish the
faith you give us.
C: Please change us, Lord, from fear and selfishness to trust and generosity.
Special prayers and petitions may be offered here.
M: Help us, Lord, to be wise and fruitful stewards of the opportunities that you give us to
use our gifts.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN
721 If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death
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PRAYER
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
THE BLESSING
Numbers 6:22-27
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

Be seated
CLOSING HYMN

The blessing of
Aaron has been
spoken over God’s
people for 3,500
years. The Lord
said, “So I will put
my name on them,
and I will bless
them.”

731 The King Will Come at Age’s End
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The Common Service: Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music revised by James Engel.
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