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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH | Lodi, California 
May 10, 2020 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the 

good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to 

learn more about our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after 

the service. 

- Bathrooms are located in the fellowship hall. A changing table is located in the 

women’s bathroom.  

-  

WORSHIP THEME 

I am the way, the truth, and the life. Christ’s message is so exclusive that it rejects all others. 

There is only one way to the Father, and that way is a person. He does not say, ‘I show you 

the way,’ like a second Moses, but I am the way. Nor ‘I have the truth,’ like another Elijah, 

but I am the truth. Not only ‘I lead unto life,’ as one of his apostles, but I am the life. The 

exclusivity of salvation resting in the person of Jesus Christ is a rock against which the 

unbelieving world crushes itself, but upon which God builds his Church.



2 
 

The Service of the Word  

OPENING HYMN 167 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

 
INVOCATION 

M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you.  

C:  And also with you.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and 

deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 

sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to 

be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 

me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed 

your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 

We cannot 

approach God 

without having our 

sins forgiven. He is 

holy and we are 

not. Confession 

assures us of a 

clean conscience 

before God and 

prepares us for 

worship and to 

hear his Word 
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The Service of the Word  

Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the Word of God to find  
encouragement and peace for their lives on earth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

 O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single 

will. Make us love what you command and desire what you 

promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts 

may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60  

Stephen did the works of Christ. When he was falsely accused and put to death, he fixed his eyes on Jesus, 

put his hope in heaven, and commended his spirit to God and prayed for his murders.  

 6 In those days, as the disciples were increasing in number, there arose a complaint 
by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution. 2 The Twelve summoned the whole company of the 
disciples and said, “It would not be right for us to give up preaching the word of God to 
wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, select from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. 4 But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased the 
whole company. So they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a convert from 
Antioch. 6 They had them stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands 
on them. 

7 So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly in number, 
and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith. 

The Collect (also known as 

the “Prayer of the Day”) is a 

concise prayer which “collects” 

the thoughts of the day and 

presents them to God in his 

mercy. Many of these prayers 

have been in use in the church 

for more than 1,500 years.  
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8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from some members of the Freedmen’s 
Synagogue, composed of both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and 
Asia, and they began to argue with Stephen. 

2 “Brothers and fathers,” he replied, “listen: The God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he settled in Haran, 

51 “You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always 
resisting the Holy Spirit. As your ancestors did, you do also. 52 Which of the prophets did 
your ancestors not persecute? They even killed those who foretold the coming of the 
Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become. 53 You received 
the law under the direction of angels and yet have not kept it.” 

54 When they heard these things, they were enraged[a] and gnashed their teeth at 
him. 55 Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven. He saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 He said, “Look, I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 

57 They yelled at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and together rushed 
against him. 58 They dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. And the 
witnesses laid their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 He knelt down and 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” And after saying 
this, he fell asleep. 

 

Psalm of the Day  Psalm 33  

 
Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; 

 it is fitting for the upright to praise him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6%3A1%E2%80%939%3B+7%3A2a%2C+51%E2%80%9360+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-27160a
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For the Word of the LORD is right and true; 

 he is faithful in all he does. 

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, 

 their starry host by the breath of his mouth.  

For he spoke, and it came to be; 

 he commanded, and it stood firm.  

Refrain 

The LORD foils the plans of the nations; 

 he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 

But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, 

 the purposes of his heart through all generations. 

The LORD loves righteousness and justice; 

 the earth is full of his unfailing love.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,  

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:1-10 

Christ the “living Stone,” builds up his people like living stones into a spiritual house giving glory of God. 

This is all the work of God's mercy. Calling sinners to himself, he recreates them as his “chosen people, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation.”  

2 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all 
slander. 2 Like newborn infants, desire the pure milk of the word,[a] so that by it you may 
grow up into your salvation, 3 if you have tasted that the Lord is good.[b] 4 As you 
come to him, a living stone—rejected by people but chosen and honored by[c] God—
 5 you yourselves, as living stones, a spiritual house, are being built to be a holy 
priesthood[d] to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in Scripture: 

See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and honored[e] cornerstone, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30384a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30385b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30386c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30387d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30388e
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and the one who believes in him 
will never be put to shame.[f] 

7 So honor will come to you who believe; but for the unbelieving, 
The stone that the builders rejected— 

this one has become the cornerstone,[g] 
8 and 
A stone to stumble over, 

and a rock to trip over.[h] 
They stumble because they disobey the word; they were destined for this. 
9 But you are a chosen race,[i][j] a royal priesthood,[k] a holy nation,[l] a people for 

his possession,[m] so that you may proclaim the praises[n][o] of the one who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

VERSE OF THE DAY  John 14:6 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the 

life, says the Lord. Alleluia.  

 
  

THE GOSPEL John 14:1–14 

Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure. He comforts and assures them of his continuing care. He is the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life. His disciples have every spiritual blessing and have seen the Father.  

Because we are 

about to hear the 

very words and 

deeds of Christ, the 

congregation 

acknowledges the 

Lord’s presence in 

their midst through 

His Gospel by 

standing and 

singing Alleluia, 

which means 

Praise the Lord! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30388f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30389g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30390h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-30391o
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14 “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe[a] in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going to prepare a place for you? 3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also. 4 You know the way to 
where I am going.”[b] 

5 “Lord,” Thomas said, “we don’t know where you’re going. How can we know the 
way?” 

6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you know me, you will also know[c] my Father. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 

8 “Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that’s enough for us.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been among you all this time and you do not know me, 

Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I 
speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who lives in me does his 
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Otherwise, 
believe[d] because of the works themselves. 

12 “Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. And 
he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever 
you ask in my name, I will do it so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you 
ask me[e] anything in my name, I will do it.[f] 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 141 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1%E2%80%9314+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-26659a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1%E2%80%9314+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-26662b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1%E2%80%9314+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-26665c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1%E2%80%9314+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-26669d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1%E2%80%9314+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-26672e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1%E2%80%9314+&version=CSB#fen-CSB-26672f
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SERMON 1 Peter 2:1-10 

Living Stones 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  2 Cor. 6:18 

maker of heaven and earth.  Is. 51:13 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  Lk. 1:35 

born of the virgin Mary,  Lk. 1:34; 2:7 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  Lk. 23:16 

was crucified, died,  Mt. 27:32-61; Mk 15:21-47 

and was buried.  Lk. 23:26-56; Jn. 19:16b-42 

He descended into hell.  1 Pet. 3:19 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  1 Cor. 15:4b 

He ascended into heaven  Ac. 2:33-34 

and is seated at the right hand   

of God the Father almighty.  Heb. 1:13 

From there he will come to judge  Mt. 25:31 

the living and the dead.  2 Tim. 4:1 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  Mt. 3:16-17 

the holy Christian Church,  Eph. 5:23 

the communion of saints,  Eph. 4:3-6 

the forgiveness of sins,  Rom. 4:6-8 

the resurrection of the body,  1 Cor. 15:13-19 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 1 Th. 4:17 

Be seated 

OFFERING 

Of all the gifts God gives to us, forgiveness in Jesus Christ is the most precious. No gift we could give 

back to God for what he did through his Son Jesus Christ could ever balance the debt we owe for what 

our Lord accomplished for us on the cross. Yet Jesus says the debt we owe has been canceled, that means 

that we do not give out of obligation but as an act of worship and thanks to God. The offerings of the 

members of Christ Lutheran are gathered at this time. Guests need not feel obligated to give an offering. 

 

Upon hearing the 

Word preached, the 

congregation unites 

in one voice to speak 

a summary of the 

Christian faith just 

preached. The creeds 

signify our allegiance 

to the Christian 

faith and unite us 

with over 2,000 

years of Christian 

history. By repeating 

the creeds weekly, we 

equip ourselves for 

public witness by 

grounding our 

confession in the 

fundamentals of our 

faith.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by 

the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to 

rescue the lost. 

C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

M:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and 

grant us confidence in the greatness of his power.  

C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 

glory and praise. 

M:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to 

those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our 

talents, and our treasures. 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering 

and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope 

of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, 

we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come.   

Thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
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who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN  185 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and 

bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

THE BLESSING Numbers 6:22-27 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

 
Be seated 

 

CLOSING HYMN 529 Built on the Rock 

 

The blessing of 

Aaron has been 

spoken over God’s 

people for 3,500 

years. The Lord 

said, “So I will put 

my name on them, 

and I will bless 

them.”  
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