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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will
be strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and
forgiveness given to us. If you would like to learn more about our
church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after
the service.
WORSHIP THEME
The illness and death of Lazarus happened “that the Son of God may
be glorified through it” (John 11:4). Jesus’ miracle of raising Lazarus
prompted His arrest and crucifixion, whereby He would die “for the
nation” and gather “into one the children of God who are scattered abroad”
(John 11:51–52). As He called Lazarus from the tomb and commanded
others to “unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:44), Jesus also calls us and
releases us from the bondage of sin and death. We would not “submit to
God’s law,” nor could we “please God” (Rom. 8:7–8), but “He condemned
sin” in His own flesh, so “that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8:3–4). Now, through the Gospel, “the Spirit of Him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells” in us (Rom. 8:11). His Word breathes
His Spirit into our mortal flesh, animating us with His own life. As His
ministers preach according to His divine command, the Lord Jesus calls
us from the grave into the good land that He gives us (Ezek. 37:12, 14).
The Scripture readings for Lent 5 prepare us in marvelous ways for
the central focus of Holy Week and the entire Christian faith: Christ’s
death and resurrection.

The Service of the Word
OPENING HYMN

110 My Song Is Love Unknown

INVOCATION
Please stand
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who
created us to love and serve him as his dear
We cannot
children. But we have disobeyed him and
approach God
deserve only his wrath and punishment.
without having our
sins forgiven. He is
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and
holy and we are
plead for his mercy.
not. Confession
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether
assures us of a
sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
clean conscience
sinned against you and do not deserve to
before God and
prepares us for
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
worship and to
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me
hear his Word.
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
HYMN

302 Lord, to You I Make Confession (vs. 1, 2)

1. Lord, to you I make confession: I have sinned and gone astray
I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my way.
Led by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at your terrors.
2. Yet, though consciene’ voice appall me, Father, I will seek your face.
Though Your child I dare not call me, Yet receive me to your grace.
Do not for my sins forsake me; Do not let your wrath o’ertake me.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

3. For your Son has suffered for me, Giv’n himself to rescue me,
Died to save me and restore me, Reconciled and set me free.
Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish These dark fears and sooth this
anguish.
4. Lord, on you I cast my burdens – Sink it in the depths below!
Let me know your gracious pardon; Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let your Spirit leave me never; Make me only yours forever.

The Service of the Word
Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the
Word of God to find encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Eternal God and Father, help us to
remember Jesus, who obeyed your will
and bore the cross for our salvation that
through his anguish, pain, and death we
may receive forgiveness of sins and
inherit eternal life; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Be seated

The Collect (also known as
the “Prayer of the Day”) is a
concise prayer which “collects”
the thoughts of the day and
presents them to God in his
mercy. Many of these prayers
have been in use in the church
for more than 1,500 years.

FIRST LESSON
Ezekiel 37:1–14
Israel was as good as a dead valley of dry bones, but God in his mercy promises
life. God sent his Spirit to bring life through his Word. God instructs Ezekiel to
speak to the bones so that they “hear” the “word.”
37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out
by his Spirit and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was
full of bones. 2 He led me all around them. There were a great
many of them on the surface of the valley, and they were very
dry. 3 Then he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I replied, “Lord GOD, only you know.”
4
He said to me, “Prophesy concerning these bones and say to
them: Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the
Lord GOD says to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you will live. 6 I will put tendons on you, make flesh grow on
you, and cover you with skin. I will put breath in you so that you
come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.”
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded. While I was
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones
came together, bone to bone. 8 As I looked, tendons appeared on
them, flesh grew, and skin covered them, but there was no breath
in them. 9 He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,[a] prophesy,
son of man. Say to it: This is what the Lord GOD says: Breath,
come from the four winds and breathe into these slain so that
they may live!” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me; the
breath entered them, and they came to life and stood on their
feet, a vast army.
11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. Look how they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and
our hope has perished; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy and
say to them: ‘This is what the Lord GOD says: I am going to open
your graves and bring you up from them, my people, and lead
you into the land of Israel. 13 You will know that I am the LORD,
my people, when I open your graves and bring you up from
them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will

settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I am
the LORD. I have spoken, and I will do it. This is the declaration
of the LORD.’”
PSALM
Psalm 116

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice.
he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me,
I will call on him as long as I live.
The LORD is gracious and righteous;
when I was in great need, he saved me.

Refrain
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
How can I repay the LORD
for all his goodness to me?
I will live up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON
The Spirit brings life.

Romans 8:1-11

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ
Jesus,[a] 2 because the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
set you[b] free from the law of sin and death. 3 What the law could
not do since it was weakened by the flesh, God did. He
condemned sin in the flesh by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh as a sin offering,[c] 4 in order that the law’s
requirement would be fulfilled in us who do not walk according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live
according to the flesh have their minds set on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their minds
set on the things of the Spirit. 6 Now the mind-set of the flesh is
death, but the mind-set of the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mindset of the flesh is hostile to God because it does not submit to
God’s law. Indeed, it is unable to do so. 8 Those who are in the
flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. If anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
him. 10 Now if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin,
but the Spirit[d] gives life[e] because of righteousness. 11 And if the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then he
who raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal
bodies to life through[f] his Spirit who lives in you.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Mark 10:45
The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.
Alleluia – During the season of Lent our joy is undiminished but our rejoicing is
muted and quiet. For centuries Christian churches have omitted their must
jubilant songs during this season, including “Alleluia,” which means, “Praise the
Lord.”
Stand

THE GOSPEL
John 11:1–53
Jesus felt the sting of death. Lazarus died and Jesus wept, but he also promised
life to all who believe.

11 Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord
with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair, and it was her brother
Lazarus who was sick. 3 So the sisters sent a message to him: “Lord, the
one you love is sick.”
4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness will not end in death
but is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. 6 So
when he heard that he was sick, he stayed two more days in the place
where he was. 7 Then after that, he said to the disciples, “Let’s go to
Judea again.”
8 “Rabbi,” the disciples told him, “just now the Jews tried to stone
you, and you’re going there again?”
9 “Aren’t there twelve hours in a day?” Jesus answered. “If anyone
walks during the day, he doesn’t stumble, because he sees the light of
this world. 10 But if anyone walks during the night, he does stumble,
because the light is not in him.”
11 He said this, and then he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but I’m on my way to wake him up.”
12 Then the disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will get well.”
13 Jesus, however, was speaking about his death, but they thought
he was speaking about natural sleep. 14 So Jesus then told them
plainly, “Lazarus has died. 15 I’m glad for you that I wasn’t there so that
you may believe. But let’s go to him.”
16 Then Thomas (called “Twin”[a]) said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s
go too so that we may die with him.”
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem (less than two
miles[b] away). 19 Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
comfort them about their brother.

20 As

soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to
meet him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Then Martha said
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have
died. 22 Yet even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God
will give you.”
23 “Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told her.
24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 26 Everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, who comes into the world.”
28 Having said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, saying
in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”
29 As soon as Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to
him. 30 Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still in the place
where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house
consoling her saw that Mary got up quickly and went out. They
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to cry there.
32 As soon as Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell
at his feet and told him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died!”
33 When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her
crying, he was deeply moved[c] in his spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have
you put him?” he asked.
“Lord,” they told him, “come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them
said, “Couldn’t he who opened the blind man’s eyes also have kept this
man from dying?”
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. 39 “Remove the stone,” Jesus said.
Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, there is already a
stench because he has been dead four days.”
40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you would
see the glory of God?”

41 So

they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised his eyes and
said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42 I know that you always
hear me, but because of the crowd standing here I said this, so that they
may believe you sent me.” 43 After he said this, he shouted with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out bound hand and
foot with linen strips and with his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unwrap him and let him go.”
45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what he
did believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told
them what Jesus had done.
47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the
Sanhedrin and were saying, “What are we going to do since this man is
doing many signs? 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe
in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and
our nation.”
49 One of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to
them, “You know nothing at all! 50 You’re not considering that it is to
your[d] advantage that one man should die for the people rather than
the whole nation perish.” 51 He did not say this on his own, but being
high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to unite the scattered
children of God. 53 So from that day on they plotted to kill him.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN OF THE DAY

211 I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name

SERMON

John 11:1-53
Did you die?

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth.
Is. 51:13
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary,
Lk. 1:34; 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died,
Mt. 27:32-61; Mk 15:21-47
and was buried.
Lk. 23:26-56; Jn. 19:16b-42
He descended into hell.
1 Pet. 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead.
1 Cor. 15:4b
He ascended into heaven
Ac. 2:33-34
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty.
Heb. 1:13
From there he will come to judge
Mt. 25:31
the living and the dead.
2 Tim. 4:1
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

Mt. 3:16-17
Eph. 5:23
Eph. 4:3-6
Rom. 4:6-8
1 Cor. 15:13-19
1 Th. 4:17

OFFERING
We understand times are tough for many of our members. We only ask that
you remain faithful in the use of gifts God has given you. Offerings are
gathered throughout the week and placed on the altar. If you would like to
give an offering, mail it to the church, drop it off, or even donate online at our
website via Vanco. Thank you for continuing to support Christ Lutheran
Church.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: We were dead in our sins, but the word of God entered into our tomb
and called us out into new life. Let us pray to the Father, knowing that
he listens to us.

M: Dear Father in Heaven, thank you for the gift of new life that
you have given to us through the waters of baptism. Help us, as
your baptised people to daily die to sin and rise to new life with
Christ in the power of the Spirit. Lord in your mercy:
C: hear our prayer
M: We pray for all those who are mourning the death of a loved
one. Comfort them in the knowledge that Jesus has won a
victory over death, so that everyone who dies in Christ may have
eternal life. Keep us from fearing death, but at times of doubt,
help us trust in Jesus. Lord in your mercy:
C: hear our prayer.
M: We pray for hospices and for people who work with the dying.
Keep them strong, and give them peace to do their difficult
worth with dignity and sensitivity. We pray for all those people
who work with alcoholics and drug addicts. Use them to make a
difference to people’s lives, and to help them start their life
anew. Lord in your mercy:
C: hear our prayer
M: As we move close to Easter, help us to live as Easter people
who face death in the certain hope of resurrection. Remind us
and comfort us every day with your promise that we will be
raised up together with all who have died in the faith of Christ.
Lord in your mercy:
C: hear our prayer
M: Heavenly Father, through the death and resurrection of your
Son, you rescue us from death and the grave. Restore us to life,
so that we may serve you in the world; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Be seated

HYMN

108 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

PRAYER
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth,
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

THE BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in
harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give
you peace.

Numbers 6:22-27

CLOSING HYMN

752 In Christ Alone
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