16th Sunday after Pentecost
WHAT SEEMS TO HELP IN LIFE FAILS IN DEATH;
WHAT SEEMS TO FAIL IN LIFE HELPS IN DEATH
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September 25, 2022
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good
news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to learn more about
our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after the service.

WORSHIP THEME
Christ mediates the chasm between faith and faithlessness, mercy and judgment, life and death!
Overseers and deacons are caretakers of this delicate balance between Law and Gospel. Their
biblical qualifications for office require faithful service that is blameless, dignified, and godly.
Preachers and teachers of God’s Word are to be above reproach, clinging to faith in Christ. In
faith, we all fight the good fight and make the good confession as Moses, the prophets, and the
saints before us.

SERVICE OF WORD
OPENING HYMN
Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening | CW 631
INVOCATION
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

C:

M:

C:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen.
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M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

The Service of the Word
Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the Word of God to find
encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and
without Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of
Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed;
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The Collect (also known as
the “Prayer of the Day”) is a
concise prayer which “collects”
the thoughts of the day and
presents them to God in his
mercy. Many of these prayers
have been in use in the church
for more than 1,500 years.

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
FIRST LESSON
Amos 6:1-7
Like the Gospel reading, both are only concerned with eating and drinking. Amos rails against the sins of
the rich and powerful. They have grown comfortable while neglecting God’s Word as well as the suffering of
others. May we remember and help those who are hurting.
6 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion
and to those who feel secure on the hill of Samaria—
the notable people in this first of the nations,
those the house of Israel comes to.
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Cross over to Calneh and see;
go from there to great Hamath;
then go down to Gath of the Philistines.
Are you better than these kingdoms?
Is their territory larger than yours?
3
You dismiss any thought of the evil day
and bring in a reign of violence.
4
They lie on beds inlaid with ivory,
sprawled out on their couches,
and dine on lambs from the flock
and calves from the stall.
5
They improvise songs[a] to the sound of the harp
and invent[b] their own musical instruments like David.
6
They drink wine by the bowlful
and anoint themselves with the finest oils
but do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.
7
Therefore, they will now go into exile
as the first of the captives,
and the feasting of those who sprawl out
will come to an end.
PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 146
SECOND LESSON
1 Timothy 3:1-16
Overseers and deacons are caretakers of God’s Word and this requires faithful service. They should not
change the word of God to fit culture or to comfort the rich with what they want to hear. They are to speak
faithfully.
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3 This saying is trustworthy: “If anyone aspires to be an overseer,[a] he desires a noble
work.” 2 An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, selfcontrolled, sensible, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, not
a bully but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must manage his own household
competently and have his children under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not
know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s church?) 6 He
must not be a new convert, or he might become conceited and incur the same
condemnation as the devil. 7 Furthermore, he must have a good reputation among
outsiders, so that he does not fall into disgrace and the devil’s trap.
8
Deacons, likewise, should be worthy of respect, not hypocritical, not drinking a lot
of wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience. 10 They must also be tested first; if they prove blameless, then they can serve
as deacons. 11 Wives,[b] likewise, should be worthy of respect, not slanderers, selfcontrolled, faithful in everything. 12 Deacons are to be husbands of one wife, managing
their children and their own households competently. 13 For those who have served well
as deacons acquire a good standing for themselves and great boldness in the faith that is
in Christ Jesus.
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I write these things to you, hoping to come to you soon. 15 But if I should be
delayed, I have written so that you will know how people ought to conduct themselves
in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of
the truth. 16 And most certainly, the mystery of godliness is great:
He[c] was manifested in the flesh,
vindicated in the Spirit,
seen by angels,
preached among the nations,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Philippians 2:10,11
Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia.
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THE GOSPEL
Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells us a parable about two men, one whose confidence was in his wealth, another whose confidence was
in his God.
19
“There was a rich man who would dress in purple and fine linen, feasting lavishly
every day. 20 But a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, was lying at his
gate. 21 He longed to be filled with what fell from the rich man’s table, but instead the
dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 One day the poor man died and was carried away
by the angels to Abraham’s side.[a] The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in
torment in Hades, he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off, with Lazarus at his
side. 24 ‘Father Abraham!’ he called out, ‘Have mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this flame!’
25
“‘Son,’[b] Abraham said, ‘remember that during your life you received your good
things, just as Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here, while you are
in agony. 26 Besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us and you, so that
those who want to pass over from here to you cannot; neither can those from there
cross over to us.’
27
“‘Father,’ he said, ‘then I beg you to send him to my father’s house— 28 because I
have five brothers—to warn them, so that they won’t also come to this place of
torment.’
29
“But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to
them.’
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30

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said. ‘But if someone from the dead goes to them, they
will repent.’
31
“But he told him, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be
persuaded if someone rises from the dead.’”
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart | CW 817
1 Timothy 3:1-16
True Servant

OFFERING
Of all the gifts God gives to us, forgiveness in Jesus Christ is the most precious. No gift we could give
back to God for what he did through his Son Jesus Christ could ever balance the debt we owe for what
our Lord accomplished for us on the cross. Yet Jesus says the debt we owe has been canceled, that means
that we do not give out of obligation but as an act of worship and thanks to God. The offerings of the
members of Christ Lutheran are gathered at this time. Guests need not feel obligated to give an offering.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
C: Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.
M: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with
a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
C: Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.
M: Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each
other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and
make them a blessing to others.
C: Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.
M: Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and
to defend those who cannot defend themselves.
C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to
all.
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M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.
M: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour
out your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.]
Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.
C: Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
M: Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our
prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN
O God, My Faithful God | CW 740
PRAYER
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and
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C:

bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE BLESSING
Numbers 6:22-27
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

Be seated
CLOSING HYMN

The blessing of
Aaron has been
spoken over God’s
people for 3,500
years. The Lord
said, “So I will put
my name on them,
and I will bless
them.”

God Has Spoken by His Prophets | CW 639
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