6th Sunday of Easter
Rejoice and Pray
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by
the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to
learn more about our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after
the service.
WORSHIP THEME
The Sixth Sunday of Easter has traditionally been called “Rogate” Sunday. “Rogate”
is a Latin word translated as the command, “ask,” or “pray.” The Sunday derives its
name from Jesus’ assurance to his disciples about prayer; that he will give them what
they ask.
Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of circumstance. Our disposition
is nothing more than a product of the events, conditions, and relationships of which our
life consists. Therefore, it would seem that for our disposition to change, our
circumstances need to change.
But Jesus offers us a joy that is superior. It is not a product of circumstance; it's a
product of Easter. Easter proves that God can take what normally causes people to weep
and turn it into what causes people to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame went into Jesus'
tomb. Forgiveness, life, and glory came out. Our risen Savior gives us a joy that remains
constant in the highest of life's highs and the lowest of life's lows. It is a joy that can
never be taken from us.

MORNING PRAISE
“Morning Praise” is based on the historic service called “Matins”. Joined to Christ, our risen Lord, we
glorify God as we prepare for the activities of the day.
EASTER ACCLAMATION
M:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C:

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

HYMN

Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won| CW 444
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OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD – Venite
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those
things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make
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our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
be seated
FIRST LESSON
Acts 16:9-15
A prayer is answered; a vision compels Paul to move into Greece. There he meets Lydia whose heart has been opened by
God to receive the gospel.
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During the night Paul had a vision in which a Macedonian man was standing and
pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” 10 After he had seen the
vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had
called us to preach the gospel to them.
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From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, the next day to
Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, a Roman colony and a leading city of the district
of Macedonia. We stayed in that city for several days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went
outside the city gate by the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat
down and spoke to the women gathered there. 14 A God-fearing woman named Lydia, a
dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, was listening. The Lord opened her heart
to respond to what Paul was saying. 15 After she and her household were baptized, she
urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And
she persuaded us.
PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 67
SECOND LESSON
Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27
Our prayers are answered in John’s vision. There will be no more injustice. There will be no more confusion.
We will be with God and see him face to face.
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Then one of the seven angels, who had held the seven bowls filled with the seven
last plagues, came and spoke with me: “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” 10 He then carried me away in the Spirit[a] to a great, high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 arrayed with God’s
glory. Her radiance was like a precious jewel, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 The
city had a massive high wall, with twelve gates. Twelve angels were at the gates; the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons were inscribed on the gates. 13 There were
three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates
on the west. 14 The city wall had twelve foundations, and the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb were on the foundations.
21
The twelve gates are twelve pearls; each individual gate was made of a single pearl.
The main street[a] of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass.
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22

I did not see a temple in it, because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory
of God illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.[b] 25 Its gates will never close by day
because it will never be night there. 26 They will bring the glory and honor of the nations
into it.[c] 27 Nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or
false, but only those written in the Lamb’s book of life.
VERSE OF THE DAY
John 14:23
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he
will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. Alleluia.
please stand
THE GOSPEL
John 16:23-33
Jesus wants us to know that we will have peace no matter what happens. Christians will face persecution
which is hard to understand and endure but we have hope. We pray in confidence that our prayers are heard
and answered and Jesus brings joy that is not a product of our circumstances but of Easter.
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“In that day you will not ask me anything. Truly I tell you, anything you ask the
Father in my name, he will give you. 24 Until now you have asked for nothing in my
name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.
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“I have spoken these things to you in figures of speech. A time is coming when I
will no longer speak to you in figures, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 On
that day you will ask in my name, and I am not telling you that I will ask the Father on
your behalf. 27 For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have
believed that I came from God.[a] 28 I came from the Father and have come into the
world. Again, I am leaving the world and going to the Father.”
29
His disciples said, “Look, now you’re speaking plainly and not using any figurative
language. 30 Now we know that you know everything and don’t need anyone to question
you. By this we believe that you came from God.”
31
Jesus responded to them, “Do you now believe? 32 Indeed, an hour is coming, and
has come, when each of you will be scattered to his own home, and you will leave me
alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 I have told you these things
so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous!
I have conquered the world.”
HYMN OF THE DAY

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice | CW 557 v. 1-4
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SERMON
please stand
OFFERING

Acts 16:9-15

The offerings during the week are placed on the altar. Thank you to all who are able to support our church
and it’s ministry during this time. We give thanks to God for the opportunity to give.
LORD, HAVE MERCY – Kyrie
please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to
rescue the lost.
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.
M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and
grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your
redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:
C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and
glory and praise.
M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to
those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our
talents, and our treasures.
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
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M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering
and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope
of eternal life.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts,
we come before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice | CW 557 v. 5-10

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we
neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what
is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C:

Amen
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BLESSING

be seated
CLOSING HYMN

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray | CW 873

13009 N. Elderberry Ct.
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www.christlodi.org
209-368-6250
Pastor Joshua Hanson
WELCOME TO CHRIST EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH!
We preach a message of forgiveness, hope and peace
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Families and individuals of all ages will find opportunities
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both to grow and to serve.
Our mission statement:
Look what Christ is doing!
He binds us together in fellowship
He gathers us in for worship
He builds us up for service
“Now you are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is a part of it.”
(1 Corinthians 12:27)
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