18th Sunday after Pentecost
Disciples live out their vocation through faith
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH | Lodi, California
October 4, 2020
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the
good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness given to us. If you would like to
learn more about our church, please speak with our pastor or one of our members after
the service.
-

-

Bathrooms are located in the fellowship hall. A changing table is located in the
women’s bathroom.
A worship monitor is to the right as you exit. We encourage children of all ages to
participate in our worship. Please bring them into the service. We have a nursery
room with toys, books, and other items that you can use with your child.
Our order of worship is printed in this booklet.
Before you leave, please sign our guest register. Located on the lectern in the
entryway.

WORSHIP THEME
Those who labor in his vineyard depict the wide diversity of vocations to which disciples
are called. We are called to live and serve by faith in his promises. In mercy he has
chosen to bear “The burden of the heat of the day,” on our behalf. The way of the
LORD is foolish to the world and foreign to our way of thinking. But he draws near, so
that he may be found, have compassion, and pardon. Whether in life or death we serve
the LORD.
What is our God like? The next Sundays the Church hears Jesus tell four parables that
reveal characteristics of our God. Today’s lessons cause us to ask: Is God fair? No, he’s
not. He doesn’t give us what we deserve, and that’s called mercy. In fact, he gives us
what we don’t deserve, and that’s called grace.
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OPENING HYMN

419 If God Himself Be for Me
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Please stand
INVOCATION

Matthew 28:19

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.1
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY – Kyrie2

1
2

We are standing in the presence of God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—in whose name we have been baptized.
Having entered God’s presence, the Kyrie (Latin for “Lord”) serves as our earnest plea for his grace and peace.
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ABSOLUTION
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and
of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD – Gloria in Excelsis
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The Service of the Word
Having just received absolution for their sins, believers now gather around the Word of God to find
encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Collect (also
known as the
“Prayer of the Day”)
is a concise prayer
which “collects” the
thoughts of the day
and presents them to
God in his mercy.
Many of these
prayers have been in
use in the church for
more than 1,500
years.

M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Let us pray.
Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one
standing idle. Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve
you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen
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FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 55:6–9

His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. His plan for the salvation of sinners is by grace alone. While there is time,
seek the LORD while he may be found.
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Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call to him while he is near.
7
Let the wicked one abandon his way
and the sinful one his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD,
so he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will freely forgive.
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“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
and your ways are not my ways.”
This is the LORD’s declaration.
9
“For as heaven is higher than earth,
so my ways are higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 27 / CW p.75

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
be merciful to me and answer me.
Do not hide your face from me,
do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me,
6

O God my Savior.

Refrain
Though my father and mother forsake me,
the LORD will receive me.
I am still confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD In the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
SECOND LESSON
Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30
Paul was in prison because he is a Christian. In life or death Paul can serve Christ. God’s grace leads Paul
to serve and see death as gain.
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Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has
actually advanced the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole
imperial guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment is because I am in
Christ. 14 Most of the brothers have gained confidence in the Lord from my
imprisonment and dare even more to speak the word[a] fearlessly.
19
because I know this will lead to my salvation[a] through your prayers and help from
the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 20 My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be ashamed
about anything, but that now as always, with all courage, Christ will be highly honored in
my body, whether by life or by death.
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For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 Now if I live on in the flesh, this
means fruitful work for me; and I don’t know which one I should choose. 23 I am torn
between the two. I long to depart and be with Christ—which is far better— 24 but to
remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 25 Since I am persuaded of this, I
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the
faith, 26 so that, because of my coming to you again, your boasting in Christ Jesus may
abound.
7

27

Just one thing: As citizens of heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ.
Then, whether I come and see you or am absent, I will hear about you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, in one accord,[b] contending together for the faith of the
gospel, 28 not being frightened in any way by your opponents. This is a sign of
destruction for them, but of your salvation—and this is from God. 29 For it has been
granted to you on Christ’s behalf not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for
him, 30 since you are engaged in the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I
have.
VERSE OF THE DAY

1 Timothy 1:10

Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel. Alleluia.

Stand
THE GOSPEL

Matthew 20:1–16

God calls us to serve him. Not everyone has the same work but by grace we have been called to serve in his
vineyard.

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the workers on one
denarius,[a] he sent them into his vineyard for the day. 3 When he went out about nine in
the morning,[b] he saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He said to
them, ‘You also go into my vineyard, and I’ll give you whatever is right.’ So off they
went. 5 About noon and about three,[c] he went out again and did the same thing. 6 Then
about five[d] he went and found others standing around[e] and said to them, ‘Why have
you been standing here all day doing nothing?’
7
“‘Because no one hired us,’ they said to him.
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“‘You also go into my vineyard,’ he told them.[f] 8 When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard told his foreman, ‘Call the workers and give them their pay, starting with the
last and ending with the first.’
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“When those who were hired about five came, they each received one
denarius. 10 So when the first ones came, they assumed they would get more, but they
also received a denarius each. 11 When they received it, they began to complain to the
landowner: 12 ‘These last men put in one hour, and you made them equal to us who bore
the burden of the day’s work and the burning heat.’
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“He replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I’m doing you no wrong. Didn’t you agree
with me on a denarius? 14 Take what’s yours and go. I want to give this last man the same
as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what is mine? Are you
jealous[g] because I’m generous?’[h]
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“So the last will be first, and the first last.”[i]
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
Stand
We believe in one God,
Dt. 6:4
the Father, the Almighty,
2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth,
Is. 51:13
of all that is, seen and unseen.
Col. 1:16
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
1 Cor 8:6
the only Son of God,
Jn. 3:16
eternally begotten of the Father,
Heb. 1:2,5
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
Jn. 1
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Jn. 10:30
Through him all things were made.
Jn. 1:3
For us and for our salvation,
1 Th. 5:9
he came down from heaven,
Jn. 6:38
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
Lk. 1:35
and became fully human.
Gal. 4:4
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
Mk. 15:15
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The Nicene Creed
is the great
Confession of the
Christian faith

professed by
all Christians.
The Creed
originated at the
First Council of
Nicaea (c. AD.
325)

He suffered death and was buried.
1 Cor. 15:3-4a
On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures.
1 Cor. 15:4b
He ascended into heaven
Ac. 2:33-34
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
Heb. 1:13
He will come again in glory
Mt. 25:31
to judge the living and the dead,
2 Tim. 4:1
and his kingdom will have no end.
Lk. 1:33
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
Job 33:4
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Jn. 15:26
who in unity with the Father and the Son
Jn. 4:24
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
2 Pet. 1:25
We believe in one holy Christian
Mt. 16:18; Eph. 2:19-20
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Eph. 4:5; Ac. 2:38
We look for the resurrection of the dead
1 Cor. 15:21-22
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Rev. 22
Be seated
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Creed itself
was crafted as
a confession of
Scripture in
opposition to
the Arian
heresy, which
denied that the
Lord Jesus and
the Holy Spirit
are God.

390 Salvation unto Us Has Come
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SERMON
Using the words
of Psalm 51, we
pray that God
use the Word
which we have
just heard to
“create a pure
heart” in us.
We pray that he
“not cast us
away,” but
instead show us
salvation.

Be seated
OFFERING
In response to God’s love and forgiveness, we give back a portion of what he has given us. The members
of Christ Lutheran Church have joined to proclaim the gospel to this community. These offerings support
that work. While our guests are welcome to participate, they should not feel obligated to do so.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Stand
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise You for the countless blessings which we receive
from Your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life
and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to
share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank You for
Your saving Word and for Your Son’s body and blood, which You give us to eat and
12

to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, You send the Holy Spirit
into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth.
C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our
love for one another
M: Great God and Lord, without Your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose
courage and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give
us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak
of Your grace and move us to use the gifts that You give us to share Your Word of
salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government
and all good institutions that You have established for the benefit of society.
Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering and bring Your healing to
troubled homes and lives.
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.
C
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Service of the Sacrament
This greeting marks a new service, so to speak. These ancient introductory words & phrases help to
highlight, celebrate and bring attention to the Sacrament.

PREFACE
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with
them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – Sanctus3

Sanctus means “holy.” Used as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians
by the fourteenth century.
3
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION - The Words of institution both proclaim the words of Jesus to the
congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s Supper.
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my
✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of
you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
15

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD – Agnus Dei

Be seated
DISTRIBUTION
Participation in the Sacrament is an expression of a common faith. Our guests today who are not
members of a congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (or a church in fellowship with
the WELS) are invited to speak with the pastor to learn how you might receive the sacrament with us in
the future.
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THANKSGIVING
Stand
SONG OF SIMEON – Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE BLESSING

Numbers 6:22-27

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

Be seated
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The blessing of
Aaron has been
spoken over God’s
people for 3,500
years. The Lord
said, “So I will put
my name on them,
and I will bless
them.”

CLOSING HYMN

318 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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